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SURVEY METHODOLOGY 
 
This survey was conducted using a systematic random sampling of 1000 registered voters from Pittsfield 
Township who voted in the 2008 Presidential election. 
 
All selected participants were notified of their selection by postcard prior to receiving the survey. To assist in 
tabulation, the participants received identical surveys on different colors of paper divided by which precinct they 
voted in 2008. An exact replication of the voting patterns of the eleven precincts was used to assure equal 
representation of survey participants. 
 
An online survey was also conducted concurrently with the mail instrument. Residents were encouraged to 
participate by a notice on the Township’s web site and through an announcement in the Parks and Recreation 
Brochure. The online survey contained the same questions as the mail survey and the results of each are 
presented together in this report for comparative purposes.   
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Based upon a comprehensive review of the survey data, the following findings are presented for the 
Commission’s review and future discussion. 
 
New Park Areas 
The top five choices of residents were walking and running trails, nature trails, bicycling trails, restrooms and 
playground structures. Their popularity by users and rankings in this section of the survey send a clear message 
that this is the direction of future park development plans. 
 
Citizens also mentioned a strong need for a swimming pool and dog park in the future.  
 
Park Visitation and Improvements 
The people of Pittsfield Township are passionate about their park system. The general tone of their comments 
called for wise stewardship of these resources along with a managed growth strategy that balances the need for 
both passive and active area development.     
 
Community Center  
Citizens expressed a solid interest in this concept. Top activity areas they would want included are a swimming 
pool, running track, aerobic training area, weight training area and teen activity area.   
 
Support for a potential bond issue was highest among the online survey participants and families with children 
segment of the survey participants. 
 
Registration System Options 
Residents overwhelmingly support the concept of an online web based registration system for programs and 
services. 
 
Promotional Methods 
In keeping with the theme of integrating technology into the department’s operations, residents ranked participant 
e-mail updates as the most effective method of informing them of programs and services followed by the parks 
and recreation brochure and the township web site. 
 
Citizen Comments on Programs and Services 
Citizens have very strong opinions on the services provided by the department. Many residents complimented the 
vision and planning of the park facilities as well as their love of having such parkland so close to their 
neighborhoods. 
 
There are a number of suggestions for “more of everything’ in all your facilities. Balanced with that sentiment is 
the viewpoint of many residents that this current economic downturn calls for holding off on any major 
developments until the economy shows signs of sustained growth. 

 



 

PAGE 144 ADOPTED 2-10-10 - PITTSFIELD TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Total number of surveys distributed by mail:           1000 
Total number of surveys returned by post office:     21   
Total number of surveys returned by citizens:          208 (21.2%) 
Total number of online surveys completed:             138 
 
Surveys Mailed/Survey Response by Precinct 
Precinct             Surveys Mailed/Returned          Survey Responses 
      1                             136/3   (13.6%)                         34  (16.3%) 
      2                              86/4     (8.6%)                           21  (10.1%) 
      3                              92/1     (9.2%)                           16   (7.7%) 
      4                              61/5     (6.1%)                             8   (3.8%) 
      5                              37/1     (3.7%)                             8   (3.8%) 
      6                              95/2     (9.5%)                           25   (12%) 
      7                             127/1   (12.7%)                         24   (11.5%) 
      8                             128/0   (12.8%)                         25   (12%) 
      9                             135/2   (13.5%)                         31   (14.9%) 
     10                              46/1    (4.6%)                            3    (1.4%) 
     11                              57/1    (5.7%)                           13   (6.2%)                    
                                  1000/21   (100%) 208  (100%)    
 
Where do you live?  (Online survey question) 
Pittsfield Township    107  (92%)               Saline    2    (2%) 
City of Ann Arbor          3     (3%)                Ypsilanti Township   2   (2%)  
 
 
Survey participant demographics 
Do you own or rent your home?        Mail Survey          Online Survey 
                                                           Own   183   (88%)         114  (97%) 
                                                           Rent    21   (10%)             3   (3%) 
 
What type of housing                         Mail Survey           Online Survey  
Do you reside in?                            House 160  (77%)           106  (91%) 
                                                          Condo   29  (14%)              8    ( 7%) 
                                                          Apt        16   (8%)               2     (2 %) 
 
In addition to yourself, how many household members contributed their opinions to this survey? 
                                                     Mail                            Online 
                                              1     149 (74%)                  48 (69%) 
                                              2       33 (16%)                   12 (17%)                                        
                                              3       12 (6%)                       7 (10%)           
                                              4         7  (3%)                       2 (3%)         
                                              5         0                                1 (1%) 
 
What are the ages of all household members living at your residence? 
Age Group                       Mail Survey           Online Survey 
0-17                                    157 (27%)                82 (34%)    
18-24                                   46   (8%)                  10 (4%)     
25-34                                   64  (11%)                 27 (11%)  
35-44                                   92  (16%)                 60 (24%) 
45-54                                   88  (15%)                 41 (17%)      
55-64                                   81  (14%)                 17  (7%) 
65-74                                   26   (5%)                     5  (2%) 
75 and over                         19  (3%)                      2  (1%) 
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NEW PARK AREAS 
 
A portion of the current park millage funds will be used to develop new park areas. How would you rank 
the following suggestions that have been made?  
(Results in top row from Mail Survey, results in bottom row from Online Survey) 
 
Park Area Top High Medium Low 
Walking/Running Trails 90 78 20 8 
 53 45 12 12 
     
Bicycling Trails 62 71 42 16 
 43 44 32 15 
     
Playground Structure 40 50 45 51 
 32 36 36 26 
     
Restrooms 62 69 40 23 
 35 49 38 9 
     
Picnic Pavilions 25 57 56 53 
 17 28 54 33 
     
Nature Interpretation 14 42 66 65 
 12 24 39 51 
     
Sledding 16 45 67 62 
 21 29 50 28 
     
Baseball/Softball Fields 13 36 62 76 
 9 21 43 56 
     
Bocce Ball Courts 4 15 37 135 
 1 7 22 97 
     
Cross Country Ski Trails 19 32 67 73 
 10 19 37 61 
     
Tennis Courts/Pickelball 17 41 63 71 
 10 18 36 62 
     
Sand Volleyball Courts 5 28 70 87 
 3 14 35 75 
     
Basketball Courts 12 39 63 78 
 7 23 39 58 
     
Disc Golf Course 7 23 48 112 
 6 10 33 79 
     
Informal Play Fields 10 39 75 62 
 11 26 40 50 
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Park Area Top High Medium Low 
Soccer Fields 12 30 70 79 
 8 20 41 59 
     
Nature Trails 61 76 37 21 
 40 44 28 15 
     
Shuffleboard Courts 5 8 46 134 
 0 7 27 95 
 
 
Additional facility suggestions:  
             
Mail Survey:                                                Online Survey: 
Dog Park (5)                                                Swimming Pool (10)                          
Outdoor pool (5)                                          Dog Park  (3) 
Archery range                                              Spray Park (2)                                                                                  
Badminton                                                   Skateboard Park (2) 
Park benches                                              BMX race track 
Community gardens                                    Fishing area 
Field Hockey                                               Native plantings  
Lawn bowling                                              Bluebird boxes 
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NEW PARK AREAS CITIZEN PRIORITY RANKINGS  
 
The Citizen Priority Ranking is the percentage of survey participants who ranked the suggested improvement as a 
Top or High Priority. 
 
Park Improvement Citizen Priority Ranking 
 Mail Online 
   
Walking/Biking Trails 81% 73% 
   
Nature Trails 68% 66% 
   
Bicycling Trails 64% 65% 
   
Restroom Facilities 63% 64% 
   
Playground Structures 43% 52% 
   
Picnic Pavilions 39% 34% 
   
Sledding 29% 39% 
   
Nature Interpretation 27% 25% 
   
Tennis Courts/Pickleball 27% 22% 
   
Cross Country Ski Trails 25% 23% 
   
Basketball Courts 25% 24% 
   
Baseball/Softball Fields 24% 23% 
   
Informal Play Fields 24% 29% 
   
Soccer Fields 20% 22% 
   
Sand Volleyball Courts 16% 13% 
   
Disc Golf Course 15% 12% 
   
Bocce Ball Courts 9% 6% 
   
Shuffleboard Courts 7% 5% 



 

PAGE 148 ADOPTED 2-10-10 - PITTSFIELD TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN 

PARK VISITATION  
 
How many times have you or a member of your household visited out Township parks or park properties? 
The last column gives the percentage of survey respondents who visited that park once or more than once in the 
past year 
 
 Number of Times Visited a Year 
Park 10 or more 6-10 5 or less Never 1 or more 
Hickory Woods 7 8 17 160 17% 
 8 5 27 89 31% 
      
Lillie-Haven Lake 25 13 52 107 46% 
 15 16 49 51 61% 
      
Lillie-Soccer Fields 16 9 36 132 32% 
 16 14 36 62 52% 
      
Lillie-Nature Areas/Trails 35 18 54 91 54% 
 19 21 46 44 66% 
      
Lillie-Central Area 28 15 50 100 48% 
 20 16 51 42 65% 
      
Montibeller 22 23 40 114 43% 
 23 17 37 52 60% 
      
Morgan Woods 4 3 17 165 13% 
 8 3 17 102 22% 
      
Preserve-Old Hickory 6 6 23 157 18% 
 12 6 7 83 35% 
      
Preserve-Marsh View 11 7 24 152 22% 
 15 12 33 71 46% 
      
Preserve-P.G. Palmer 3 5 16 167 13% 
 10 3 25 91 29% 
      
Preserve-North 5 5 10 168 11% 
 9 7 21 93 28% 
      
Pittsfield Township Park 9 9 36 140 28% 
 12 11 33 75 42% 
      
Platt Rd Property 3 6 20 161 15% 
 6 2 15 106 18% 
      
Prairie Park 5 6 13 168 13% 
 11 5 18 95 26% 
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REASONS FOR PARK VISITS, MOST ENJOYABLE FEATURES, SUGGESTED PARK IMPROVEMENTS – MAIL SURVEY 
 
Considering the Township parks you have visited, what were the primary reasons you visited, what did 
you most enjoy during your visit and are there improvements you might suggest? 
 
Following each mail survey respondent who added written comments is a code identifying the respondent: 
                             1-11   Precinct they live in 
                             SR      Senior Citizen respondent 
                             FC      Family with children at home respondent 
                             FNC    Family with no child at home respondent 
   

Reason for Visit Most Enjoyable Feature Improvements 
Hickory Woods Park 
Nature walk (1, FC)                               
Exercise (6, SR) 
Walking (6, FC) 
Walking (6, FC) 
Walk (6, FC) 
Walk (6, FC) 
Exercise (6, FC) 
Walk (6, FNC) 
View (7, SR) 
 

Open fields (1, FC) 
Wooded trail (6, SR) 
Quiet (6, FC) 
Wooded area (6, FC) 
Mostly nature (6, FC) 
Walking trail (6, FC) 
Openness (6, FC) 
Space (6, FNC) 
Parking (7, SR) 
 

Playground structure, cross country 
ski trails (1, FC) 

Picnic shelters (6, SR) 
Clear grass and weeds, maintain 

walk paths (6, FC) 
Walking path through woods (6, FC) 
Play structure in small area (6, FC) 
Benches (6, FC) 
Trails, sledding, restrooms, sports 

field?? (6, FC) 
Tennis courts (6, FNC) 
Maintenance (7, SR) 
 

Lillie Park-Haven Lake 
Hiking/trails (2, FNC) 
Picnic (5, FC) 
 

Scenery (2, FNC) 
 

Walking trail (5, FC) 
 

Lillie Park-Soccer Fields 
Kids play (6, FC) 
Soccer practice (6, FC) 
T-ball practice (9, FC) 
Play structure (11, FC) 
 

Nice fields (6, FC) 
Nature area (11, FC) 
 

More shade (6, FC) 
Swings (11, FC) 
 

Lillie Park-Nature Areas 
Walking (1, SR) 
To walk (2) 
Kids play (6, FC) 
 

Cleanliness, trails well maintained (1, 
SR) 
Scenery (2) 
Play center (6, FC) 
 

NA 
 

Lillie Park-Central Area 
Walking the trails (6, FC) 
Play (5, FC) 
 

Play structure (5, FC) 
 

NA 
 

Lillie Park  (No specific area designated by respondents) 
Dog and Nature walk (1, SR) 
Fishing Derby, play structure (1, SR) 
Walking (1, FC) 
Play, walk, power walk, enjoy nature  

(1, FC) 
Hiking/nature trail (1, FC) 
Hike (1, FC) 
Nature walk, kids play (1, FC) 
Walk and fish (1, FC) 
Soccer, playground, running, nature 

walks (1, FC) 
Ultimate Frisbee, run trails, play 

soccer, take pictures (1, FNC) 
Picnic (1, FNC) 
Walking the dog, snow shoeing (1, 

Trails (1, SR) 
Kids play structure and space (1, FC) 
Well kept/well marked (1, FC) 
Plants, nicely maintained trails (1, 

FC) 
Play area (1, FC) 
Board walks (1, FC) 
Trails (1, FC) 
Picnic tables (1, FNC) 
Nature trails (1) 
Trails (2, SR) 
Fields (2, FC) 
Openness (2, FC) 
Nature Trails (2, FNC) 
Play scape (3, SR) 

Longer leash rule for dogs (1, SR) 
Longer trails and bike trails (1, FC) 
De-ice in winter (1, FC) 
Dog water fountain (1, FNC) 
Stopped going because Muslims 

have taken it over (1) 
Better trails (paved) (2, SR) 
Bathrooms (2, FC) 
Keep restrooms available in winter 

(2, FC) 
Ponds, wildlife (2, FNC) 
More covered pavilions and grills (3, 

FC) 
It’s not very big! (4, FNC) 
Restrooms smell (5, FC) 
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Reason for Visit Most Enjoyable Feature Improvements 
FNC) 

Wanted to go (1) 
Walk (2, SR) 
Soccer, play structures, walks (2, 

FC) 
Walking/playground (2, FC) 
Walking (2, FNC) 
Walk, nature (2, FNC) 
Took grandchildren (3, SR) 
Walk, sitting (3, SR) 
Walking, nature paths (3, FC) 
Walk, party’s (3, FC) 
To take a walk with family (3, FC) 
Family picnic (3, FC) 
Nature walk (3, FNC) 
Walk/hike (3, FNC) 
Sports (4, FC) 
Walk/nature (4, FNC) 
Walk (4, FNC) 
Kids (5, FC) 
Ultimate frisbee (5, FC) 
Walking/nature (5, FNC) 
General recreation (6, FC) 
Walking (6, FC) 
Walk (6, FC) 
Picnic (6, FC) 
Play with 2.5 year old, sit and lunch 

with friends (6, FC) 
Exercise-walk/run (6, FNC) 
Picnic-hikes (7, SR) 
Walking (7, FC) 
Fishing, hiking, (7, FC) 
Walks (7, FC) 
Lake (7, FNC) 
Running trails (8, FC) 
Biking/walking (8, FC) 
Nature/picnic (8, FC) 
Walking (8, FC) 
Play structure (8, FC) 
To have fun (8, FC) 
Golf class (8, FC) 
Walk about  (8, FC) 
North-Dog walk, South-Dog walk, 

kids play (8, FC) 
Trails/hiking (8, FNC) 
Walk nature trail and areas (8, FNC) 
Play area for 4 year old (9, FC) 
Walking, play ground (9, FC) 
Nature (9, FC) 
Walking path (9, FNC) 
Fish and hike (9, FNC) 
Walks, nature (9, FC) 
Walking, resting (9, FNC) 
Playground (9) 
Dog walking(all 5) (11, SR) 
Walking and meeting friends (11, 

FC) 
Walking (11, FC) 
Walking/hiking (11, FNC) 
 

Ponds (3, FC) 
Trails (3, FC) 
Restrooms, pavilions, play area all in 

close proximity (3, FC) 
Well maintained trail (3, FNC) 
Trails, lake (3, FNC) 
Clean (4, FC) 
The trail (4, FNC) 
Variety of trail (4, FNC) 
Fishing (5, FC) 
Field conditions (5, FC) 
Boardwalk (5, FC) 
Nature (5, FNC) 
Open spaces (6, FC) 
Seeing different animals (6, FC) 
Picnic area (6, FC) 
Play structures, benches, pavilions 

(6, FC) 
Scenery, lake and woods are very 

relaxing, educational boards are 
good too (6, FNC) 

Lake-spaciousness (7, SR) 
Natural beauty (7, FC) 
Pond, clean (7, FC) 
Trails (7, FC) 
Trails and lake (7, FNC) 
Running trails (8, FC) 
Lake/hills/woods (8, FC) 
Lake (8, FC) 
Lake (8, FC) 
Bike trails and turtle pond (8, FC)  
Scenic (8, FC) 
Nice trails, water/ponds, 

benches/reflection areas, 
interpretive signage (8, FC) 

Accessibility and views (8, FNC) 
Play structures and places to sit and 

watch kids (9, FC) 
Trails (9, FC) 
Water feature (9, FC) 
Pond (9, FNC) 
Trails (9, FNC) 
Trails (9, FC) 
Ponds (9, FNC) 
Cement side walks, trees and shade 

(11, SR)  
Walking trails and pavilion (11, FC) 
Trails through the woods (11, FC) 
Trails (11, FNC) 
 

Bathrooms are always locked! (6, 
FC) 

More wildflowers (7, FC) 
Bathroom, safety, lighting, more trails 

(8, FC) 
Swings for all ages (8, FC) 
Remove bees from restrooms, 

plumbing in bathrooms (8, FC) 
More trails and restrooms with indoor 

plumbing, connect south and north 
sections  (8, FC) 

Additional trails and signage (8, 
FNC) 

Open bathrooms earlier, we had to 
leave because they were closed 
(9, FC) 

Keep clean (9, FNC) 
Shade at ponds (9, FNC) 
They get boring after a while 

because they are small (9, FC) 
More trails through woods (11, FC)  
 

Montibeller Park 
Walking (1, SR) 
Tennis (1, FC) 

Trillium (1, SR) 
Kids play structure, nature trail (1, 

Closer bathroom (1, FC) 
More restrooms (2, SR) 
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Reason for Visit Most Enjoyable Feature Improvements 
Picnic, t-ball practice (1, FC) 
Picnic (2, SR) 
See trillium (2, SR) 
3 yr old (2, FC) 
Baseball and explore (2, FC) 
Playground (2, FC) 
Walking/playground (2, FC) 
Only close park (2) 
Walking trails (3, SR) 
Walk, sitting (3, SR) 
Walking, nature paths (3, FC) 
Free play (Frisbee) (3, FC) 
Sledding, picnic, nature trails, 

playground (3, FC) 
Son’s school class (3, FC) 
Watch softball league (3, FNC) 
Picnic (3, FNC) 
Play catch, foster care picnic (3, 

FNC) 
Family outing (4, FC) 
Family picnics/play (4, FC) 
Kids (5, FC) 
Sports (6, FC)  
Easter Egg Hunt (6, FC) 
Swings, play structure (6, FC) 
Kids play (6, FC) 
Playground structures (6, FC) 
Camp-summer (6, FC) 
Baseball-kids (7, SR) 
Tennis (7, FNC) 
Plenty to do there (8, FC) 
Tennis (9, FC) 
Playtime for toddler (10, FC) 
Occupy kids (11, FC) 
Walking and meeting friends (11, 

FC) 
Close to home (11, FC) 
Took grandchildren (11, FNC) 
 

FC) 
Picnic/playground area (1, FC) 
Picnic Pavilion (2, SR) 
Flowers (2, SR) 
Playscape, swings (2, FC) 
Baseball field (2, FC) 
Having two play structures to choose 

from (2, FC) 
Kids playing (2) 
Trillium (3, FC) 
Bleachers (3, FNC) 
Open space (3, FNC) 
Picnic areas and parking (4, FC) 
Playground (4, FC) 
Play structure (5, FC) 
Playground (6, FC) 
Rolling hill (6, FC) 
Play center (6, FC) 
Playgrounds (6, FC) 
Love the camp, coop, play structure, 

hills, nature trails (6, FC) 
Parking (7, SR) 
Tennis (9, FC) 
Playground equipment (10, FC) 
Play area, nature (11, FC) 
Pavilion (11, FC) 
Play structure, pavilion (11, FC) 
 

Parking closer (2, SR) 
More formal walkway to Meijer 

parking lot (2, FC) 
Keep restrooms available in winter 

(2, FC) 
Restrooms (2) 
Fencing by back of Target store, 

signs giving info about plant 
growth, distance walked etc. (3, 
SR) 

Clean trash in the woods (3, FNC) 
Restroom areas (6, FC) 
Pave the parking lot (6, FC) 
Maintenance, bleachers (7, SR) 
Stock restrooms with hand 

soap(never seems to be any) (8, 
FC) 

The tennis courts (9, FC) 
Equipment for younger children(2-5 

yrs), different “padding” instead of 
wood chips use/install a rubber 
base (10, FC)  

Second pavilion (11, FC) 
 

Morgan Woods Nature Area 
Kids play (6, FC) 
Playground (9) 
 

NA 
 

NA 
 

Pittsfield Preserve-Old Hickory Trail 
Walking (1, SR) 
Walk the trail (6, FC) 
Trails (7, FNC) 
Exercise (8, FNC) 
Walking (11, FC) 
 

Nature (6, FC) 
Nature trail (8, FNC) 
The woods (11, FC) 
 

Tables, periodic seats (7, FNC) 
More signs/directions-I get lost! (8, 

FNC) 
Trails too short, bat houses (11, FC) 
 

Pittsfield Preserve-Marsh View Meadows 
Walking and play areas (1, SR) 
Walk dog (1, FC)  
School picnic (1, FC) 
Playground (6, FC) 
Close to home and clean (8, FC) 
Hiking, play structure (8, FC) 
To see it and walk dog (8, FNC) 
Exercise (8, FNC)Walk, playground 

(9, FC) 
Walks, nature (9, FC) 
Walking (11, FC) 

Play structure (1, FC) 
Large pavilion and open space (1, 

FC) 
Playground (6, FC) 
Play structures (8, FC) 
Nature (8, FNC) 
Nature trail (8, FNC) 
Trails (9, FC) 
Trails through the woods (11, FC) 
 

Ability to pull car up to pavilion (1, 
FC) 

More shade (6, FC) 
Swing sets for kids of all ages, merry 

go round, bigger slides (8, FC) 
Fine as it is (8, FNC) 
More signs/directions-I get lost! (8, 

FNC) 
Walking surface, more equipment (9, 

FC) 
They get boring after a while 
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Reason for Visit Most Enjoyable Feature Improvements 
 because they are small (9, FC) 

 
Pittsfield Preserve-P.G. Palmer Park 
Grandson’s baseball games  (1, SR) 
 

Clean (1, SR) 
 

NA 
 

Pittsfield Preserve-North Preserve Area 
NA 
 

NA NA 

Pittsfield Preserve (no area specifically designated by respondents) 
Hiking, playing with grandkids (1, 

SR) 
Play, walk, power walk, enjoy nature 

(1, FC) 
Trail walk (1, FNC) 
Walks (7, SR) 
View (7, SR) 
Hiking (7, FC) 
To run (8, FC) 
Nature (9, FC) 
Walks, nature (9, FC) 
 

Kids play space and structure (1, FC) 
Large trees (1, FNC) 
Natural beauty (7, FC) 
The open space (8, FC) 
Water feature (9, FC) 
Woods, wildflowers (9, FC) 
 

Ridding of mosquitoes(1, SR) 
Develop trails in Preserve, most trails 

only one mile in length, need 5-10 
mile for running/bike riding (1, SR) 

Sell it, scary place (7, SR) 
More wildflowers (7, FC) 
Dirt trails (8, FC) 
Trails! Please develop! (9, FC) 
 

Pittsfield Township Park   
Play for children (1, FC) 
Eat and stroll (2, FC) 
Visit friends (play structure (2, FC) 
Graduation party (7, FC) 
Youth activities (7, SR) 
T-ball, grandkids (7, SR) 
Playground (7, FC) 
Walking (8, FC) 
T-ball (9, FC) 

Playground (9) 
 

Play structure (1, FC) 
Fishing lake (2, FC) 
Shelter (7, FC) 
Play structure (7, SR) 
Playground (7, FC) 
 

Picnic pavilions (1, FC) 
Too hot, needs shade (2, FC 
Sidewalk for wheelchair access (7, 

FC) 
Trees, maintenance, bleachers (7, 

SR) 
Need older kids playground 

equipment (7, FC) 
 

Platt Road Property 
Stroll (2, FC) 
Nature study (9, SR) 
 

Grounds (2, FC) 
 

NA 
 

Prairie Park 
Play area (1, SR) 
Playground (6, FC) 
Attend meeting (7, SR) 
Close to home an new and clean (8, 

FC) 
Walking (9) 
 

Parking, playground (7, SR) 
Play structures (8, FC) 
 

Room for baseball, soccer, 
basketball? Pavilion (7, SR) 

Swings for big kids, curly slide and 
merry go round, more tables and 
restrooms (8, FC)  
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REASONS FOR PARK VISITS, MOST ENJOYABLE FEATURES, SUGGESTED PARK IMPROVEMENTS – ONLINE SURVEY 
 

Reason for Visit Most Enjoyable Feature Improvements 
Hickory Woods Park 
Walking 
Walking 
Walking, kids playing 
Walk, play Frisbee, launch scout 

troop rockets, walk through on the 
way to other neighborhoods 

Checking out our new neighborhood 
park 

Walking 
Geocaching and crossing between 

subdivisions 
Walking for exercise and let kids run 

around in the open area 
Check out the new park since we’re 

eagerly awaiting the playground 
Hiking 
It’s such a pretty open area, a nice 

walk, but it seems kind of 
overgrown lately 

 

Solitude 
Very few people. Walking through 

the woods was nice and so was 
the pond area if cleaned up 

Open space 
Lots of space, climbable trees, not at 

all crowded 
Location 
Lots of open space 
Quiet area and its adjacent to my 

neighborhood 
Walking distance from my house 
Golf course is like a “traditional 

park”-good for family reunions, 
unstructured play 

Open space, small woods, close to 
my friend’s houses 

 

Needs native tree and plant planting, 
trails, cross country skiing/sledding 
in winter 

Needs a path around park for 
walking or biking 

MOW THE GRASS PLEASE!!!! We 
live along the park and it looks 
awful and overgrown. My kids can 
no longer play directly behind our 
home. Very disappointing. Picnic 
tables and trash cans would be 
nice too. 

Trails, remove poison ivy in woods, 
playgrounds for ages 5+ and 12+ 
including SWINGS, sledding hill, 
disc golf, restrooms 

Playground, reclaim walking path 
through woods 

Needs everything 
Those paths will be nice, between 

the subdivisions! 
Add more walking trails, play 

structure, splash/spray park 
Needs playgrounds! 
More native trees, walking trails 
Needs mowing and there are a 

bunch of dead trees that could be 
removed (ash?) also invasive 
species in the woods 

 
Lillie Park-Haven Lake Area 
Looking for fish/turtles 
 

NA NA 

Lillie Park-Soccer Fields 
NA 
 

NA NA 

Lillie Park-Nature Area and Trails 
NA 
 

NA NA 

Lillie Park-Central Area 
Play structures 
 

Play structures for kids of all ages 
 

More seating for parents/kids not 
participating 

 
Lillie Park (Area not identified by respondents) 
Bike riding/dog walk/general 

walking/play structures 
Walk/child play 
Walk in nature, view of wildlife, fresh 

air, family walk outside the 
neighborhood 

Party in pavilion 
Check out for fishing, to explore a 

different area than our typical trips 
to Ann Arbor parks 

Geocaching 
Walk 
Fishing  
Walk the dogs, enjoy being in the 

trees 

Variety in walking, path openness of 
path, playstructures that are 
accessible to various ages 

Lake view, boardwalk, paths that can 
be used in inclement weather too 

Walking trails and pavilion 
The water 
Quiet, few people around 
Mixed walking wooded, pond and 

open fields 
Fishing access for my kids 
Trees and walkable paths 
Natural environment 
Well kept paths 
Trails, ponds 

Block more highway road noise with 
berm or wall 

Happens to be a lousy location 
For the rest of the parks I don’t know 

about-advertising brochures with 
maps and locations available in 
shopping areas, grocery stores 
etc. 

Maintain walking path 
More educational signage 
More fields! 
Need to be able to get closer to the 

pond/cant walk around the pond 
as no trails near pond 

More maps/distance markers 
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Reason for Visit Most Enjoyable Feature Improvements 
Nature walk, walking the dog 
Picnic 
Nature walk 
Jogging/bicycling 
Ultimate Frisbee 
Took grandchildren fishing and 

biking 
Trails 
Convenient, “on the way home”, 

stopped for a walk or bike ride 
Walk and bike/hike 
Picnic with kids 
Walking 
Walk 
Soccer, playstructure, running trails 
Walking and enjoying the area birds 

that come to the park 
Hiking, nature study, Ann Arbor 

Public Schools Environmental 
Education field trip, watch soccer 

Walking, riding bikes, use of 
playground, playing soccer 

Walk and bike 
Hiking trails and playground 
Fishing 
Hiking 
Playgrounds 
Planning improvements and fund 

raising for Historical Society 
Playgrounds and nature trails 
Playground, trails 
Walk, play 
Walking trails 
Playground equipment 
Play, nature walk/photography 
Playtime 
Play structure and nature trails 
Nature appreciation 
Play with other families 
Park clean up with Girl Scouts, 

walking 
Walking, picnic 
Fishing 
Walking the trails. Observing the 

wildlife and wild flowers 
Walking 
Walk on the trails and docks 
Nature walk, wildlife viewing 
 

Fields! 
Bike trails 
Pond and trails 
Trails 
Walking the trails 
Paved path 
Lake, vista 
Nice playstructure. Like the trails for 

running and walking with kids. 
Bathroom is a plus 

The water and the curving. winding 
trails. There are fungi and flowers 
I have never seen 

Our three year old can walk and bike 
in this park. Enjoys all the bridges 
and water features. 

Long trails, ponds, relative quiet 
Natural trails, woods/trees, natural 

setting 
Fishing 
Trails around lake 
Varying level playgrounds in close 

proximity to each other. A great 
little kid playground 

All-but especially nature trails 
Playground 
Nature trails 
All of the above 
Playground equipment 
Wooded trails 
Nature trails 
Hiking trails 
Play structures 
Trails 
Fishing docks 
The ponds/lake are a great place for 

observing turtles and any water 
birds 

Great variety of features…very 
attractive and well maintained 

Trails 
I like the trails, huge trees, bridges 

and ponds and the variety of 
wildlife  

 

More trees to block the car exhaust 
More trails?? 
None, its beautiful 
Access to the park via a bike trail 
For all parks-consider economy, 

please don’t spend a lot on play 
structures etc Maintaining 
nature/natural state is important 
too 

None needed 
Add swings 
Nicely done park-cant wait till some 

trees get bigger near playground-it 
gets hot! 

Shade for the playground 
Parking lot too small for volume of 

traffic 
Pave the paths, the gravel paths 

make pushing a stroller difficult. 
Pittsfield needs a large paved path 
such as Ann Arbor’s Gallup Park 

We’re happy with the way it is now 
Invasive shrub removal and habitat 

restoration 
Better trail markers, playground for 

older kids, keep restroom open 
year round 

Need larger trees, too sunny and hot 
in summer 

More invasive plant removal 
especially reed grass that is 
threatening parts of Haven Lake 

 

Montibeller Park 
Use of playground, playing softball, 

walking, birthday party, cleaning 
up park 

Tennis and sledding 
Children playing and camp 
Township picnics 
Tennis courts, play structure, nature 

trail 
Visit with 6 yr old son 
Close to home, great playground, 

good nature trails, tennis courts 
Picnic 
Fun with family 

All 
Variety of activities 
Playground so close to the creek so I 

can watch them from one central 
spot 

Pavilion/play structures 
All! Great new play structure 
Playstructure for kids 
Play structure 
Its all enjoyable, the picnic tables, 

play structure and the nature trails 
Tennis, sledding, picnic 
Can walk to the park from my home, 

Spruce it up 
Bathrooms/water fountains!! 
Bathrooms closer to the picnic 

pavilion, paved parking 
Paved parking 
Don’t let kids go into the woods, hard 

to keep an eye on them 
I could do with a few less mosquitoes 
☺  

Restore Paint Creek-needs a native 
habitat buffer instead of a mowed 
lawn 

Keep restrooms open all year long, 
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Reason for Visit Most Enjoyable Feature Improvements 
Picnic, nature trail, sledding, tennis, 

play structure 
Children needed to get out 
We like to bike to it 
Easter Egg Hunt 
Convenient, next to Meijer, stopped 

by to walk/enjoy the trails 
Carnival 
Hiking, nature study, sledding 
Tennis and playground 
Playgrounds, Easter Egg Hunt 
Play area for small kids 
Neighborhood meeting in the pavilion 
Playground. Nature trail/photography 
Nature appreciation 
Playground and picnic 
Egg Hunt 
Walk the trail 
Nature photos and picnicking and 

sledding in the winter 
 

good for younger children 
Location/trails 
Beautiful day 
Tennis courts 
New playground structure, swings 
Play structures/swings 
This is a nice, general use park. I 

don’t go often but it’s a great park 
Spring wildflowers, play structures 
Wildflower diversity 
Great place to view wildflowers in the 

spring now that the invasives 
have been removed. Every spring 
I find some new plant has popped 
up 

The river, sledding and the nature 
trails, so beautiful! 

 

disc golf 
Continue the invasive plant removal 

(a seemingly never ending job). 
Return the stream to its natural 
state and do plantings at the 
stream edge to encourage the 
wildlife. Mow less grass  

 

Morgan Woods Nature Area 
Nature appreciation 
Walking off trail, observing 

wildflowers 
 

Totally undeveloped=high 
wildlife/plant diversity 

Open area 
Great place to view wildflowers in the 

spring  
 

Prevent snowmobiles from gaining 
access: does NOT need trails 

Maintained trails would be nice 
None-don’t overdevelop this 

woodland 
 

Pittsfield Preserve-Old Hickory Trail 
Walk the trail, observe wildlife 
 

Great place to pick hickory nuts in 
the fall 

 

Benches along the trail, interpretive 
signs , picnic table 

 
Pittsfield Preserve-Marsh View Meadows 
Quiet, often not busy 
Playgroup outing 
Take kids to the park 
Group picnic 
Hiking trails and playground 
Trails, walking, biking 
Picnic with group 
Playground 
Playground, picnic pavilion, trails 
Walk the dogs 
Walking on trails 
Playtime outside 
Hiking 
Party in pavilion 
Playgrounds, hiking 
Walking the trail system, observing 

wildlife 
Play structure and trails 
Playground/nature trails 
Playstructure 
Taking my children to the park 
Play structure, open fields and trails 
Hiking, nature study 
Playground, nature 

trails/photography 
 

Nice pavilions and play structures 
Play structure 
Play structure is perfect for a 3&1 

year old that like to climb and 
slide, walking trail loop is small 
enough for the little ones. Great 
that it is close by and has a 
restroom 

Kids playground 
Hiking trails are shaded and wooded 
Natural features, minimal 

disturbance to path area, 
consideration for grades on paths, 
trees/woods, ponds 

It was all very nice (although I didn’t 
go into the restrooms) 

Varying level playgrounds in close 
proximity to each other 

Playground 
Very beautiful, lots of wildlife 

animals. It’s peaceful. I like the 
nature trails and the boardwalk 
are so pretty. I like the viewing 
platforms over the marsh. The 
pavilion is very pretty, in a nice 
location next to the woods. Clean 
bathrooms, too 

Playground/open space to do 
kites/fetch with dog 

Wish park had swings including 
baby/toddler seats. Would love to 
see an outdoor community pool in 
this area. Big field seems wasted 
because the grass isn’t in the best 
of shape. Sand volleyball courts 
here would be nice 

Not enough grilling stations and 
pavilions 

Access to park via a bike trail from 
our subdivision (centennial park). 
Add a pool (i.e. it is next to a water 
tower) 

None , fantastic as it is 
Add swings. Mosquito infested at 

night 
Shade for the playground 
The Township wants to put up an 

ugly cell phone tower behind the 
water reservoir that is in the park. 
THIS IS A DISGUSTING IDEA! 
This is such a beautiful park, this 
is one “Un-improvement” that 
should not be added. Please 
protect our parks from ugly 
eyesores and keep them beautiful 

Continue with trails and nature 
boards 

Unpaved/ungraveled hiking trails to 
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Reason for Visit Most Enjoyable Feature Improvements 
Hiking trails 
I love it all especially the overlooks. 

You never know what wildlife you 
might see. Really quiet-a place to 
de-stress 

Scenic look outs 
Playground 
Boardwalks along trails 
Pavilion is a plus for picnic lunch 
The winding trail that leads to the 

park is delightful. My three year 
old always asks to go this way 

Open fields and trails 
Not crowded, love the trails 
 

allow access, yet guide hikers 
away from ecologically sensitive 
areas 

None needed 
Keep restrooms open year round, 

playground for older kids, 
SWINGS, disc golf 

Get rid of the invasive buckthorn! 
None needed, this is a new park 
None, very nicely done 
Better signs especially at Textile and 

State letting you know which way 
to get to the park 

Not needed 
When we get there, my three yr old 

enjoys the colorful playground 
Keep the cell tower out of the park. 

Keep all current park land as 
public park land  

 
Pittsfield Preserve-P.G. Palmer Park 
NA 
 

NA NA 

Pittsfield Preserve-North Preserve Area 
NA 
 

NA NA 

Pittsfield Preserve (Area not designated by respondent)) 
Proximity 
Walking 
Walking off trail, observing the rich 

plant communities-great trees and 
wildflowers! Great fun when you 
are lucky enough to view wildlife 
such as the wild turkeys (males 
displaying for females) in the 
spring or a coyote waiting patiently 
for the group of turkey vultures to 
finish feeding so that s/he can get 
a piece of the carrion as well. Love 
bird watching. There are not only 
Great Blue Herons nesting in the 
rookery but also new this summer 
is a group of Great white egrets!! 
Have also seen a nesting pair of 
Great Horned owls and their two 
owlets using an old Heron nest! 
These are just a few of the 
wonderful sightings of wildlife I 
have enjoyed while walking in the 
Pittsfield Preserve 

Hiking 
Enjoy nature/walking 
Nature appreciation 
Child play/walk 
Walk in nature, view of wildlife, fresh 

air, family walk outside of the 
neighborhood 

Nature walk, wildlife viewing 
Walking with my dogs and enjoying 

the incredible views 
Walking 
Geocaching 

Nature trails 
Play structures 
Paths and benches 
The quiet. You really feel that you 

are away from the city even 
though you are only a mile away. 

Nature 
Ability to “get away” from the hustle, 

noise and activity 
Restored prairie areas 
Playstructures that are for younger 

and older children pavilion close 
to structure 

What an enjoyable place!!! Historic, 
right in the center of the 
Township, and ecologically rich 
and varied, with rural views over 
the farm fields. I see people 
jogging around it and biking, it is 
just so attractive. Such a big area 
of open space in such a 
congested township. 
Unbelievable-the vistas, the 
variety of the wildlife (especially 
birds), the size of the trees in 
some areas (and on the Morgan 
Farm) is amazing-my friend and I 
could not reach together around 
one! A wonderful place to explore 

The Heron rookery and the rare 
Buttonbush bog. Also, wild black 
raspberries and rare orchids   

The nature 
Lots of woods, nice wide paths 
 

Need to make them more accessible 
via non-motorized transit such as 
bicycles. Too much driving is 
needed 

Less mosquitoes 
Trails, interpretive signage, benches 

along the trail, picnic tables, rest 
room 

Trails 
The paths are so mosquito infested 

we never get very far and do not 
have that problem elsewhere 

Sidewalk/bike path connection to 
centennial farms/centennial park, 
high school, rec center, textile 
road 

More trails in it would be nice, but the 
existing trails could just be mowed 
more. I like the new parking lots. I 
still hope the Township moves the 
Cody Farmhouse here like they 
planned to do. Buy more land, 
make it bigger! 

Mowing the trails, the picky weeds 
are horrible 

Keep it wild….have interpretive 
programs here 
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Reason for Visit Most Enjoyable Feature Improvements 
 
Pittsfield Township Park 
Play structure 
Playground structure 
Play structure, baseball fields 
Play with other families 
Play structure 
Playing t-ball, use of playground 
T-ball and play structures 
T-ball games 
My family likes to grill there on 

weekends, parking is great 
 

Play structure 
All 
The wide open spaces 

Shaded area for sitting 
This is about the only park available 

west of State. Why? 
It would be great if there was some 

shade around the playground area 
None needed 
More play equipment/bigger play 

structure 
Still thinking…. 
 

Platt Road Property (Formerly AAYSA) 
Walking 
Nature appreciation 
 

Large wetland=high wildlife diversity 
 

Access; edge of wetland could be a 
good picnic area with easily 
accessible wildlife viewing points 

 
Prairie Park 
Walking 
Was next door at Fire Station Open 

House 
Use of playground 
Playground and bluebirds 
Play structures 
Geocaching 
 

Excellent play structure, just a 
shame it’s in such an odd 
location. You don’t think to go 
there for a park plus its hidden 
behind a large building 

Playground 
The bluebirds 
Play structures 
 

Are there any neighborhoods that 
can walk to this park? 

More trees 
None needed 
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COMMUNITY CENTER ACTIVITY AREAS 
 
The concept of developing a multi-purpose community center has been suggested in the past. What 
facilities would you suggest be included in such a facility? 
(Results in top row from Mail Survey, results in bottom row from Online Survey) 
                                     
 Priority Rankings 
Facility                                     Top High Medium Low 
Aerobic Training Area              55 62 34 28 
                                                 28 28 26 24 
     
Arts and Crafts Room              15 42 53 57 
                                                 7 22 28 47 
     
Banquet Room                         18 38 48 67 
                                                 11 15 31 51 
      
Basketball Court                       21 37 56 60 
                                                 19 21 26 40 
     
Weight Training Area               44 56 43 32 
                                                 29 19 25 31 
           
Meeting Rooms                        14 48 50 59 
                                                 18 27 19 45 
       
Senior Activity Area                  35 46 51 43 
                                                 18 16 34 40 
        
Rock Climbing Wall                  17 29 39 90 
                                                 14 21 26 45 
        
Racquetball Courts                  13 28 47 82 
                                                 6 16 37 47 
       
Running Track                          38 59 42 34 
                                                 30 31 23 26 
     
Swimming Pool                        77 53 26 27 
                                                 39 27 19 26 
     
Teen Activity Center                 23 51 50 50 
                                                 25 28 29 24 
       
Outdoor Tennis Courts             30 36 49 55 
                                                 14 22 35 34 
       
Spray Park                               14 13 24 97 
                                                 26 16 25 34 
     
Day Care Room                       21 35 39 71 
                                                 17 27 19 42 
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Additional facilities suggested:               Kitchen (3) 
                                                                    Yoga/Pilates (2) 
                                                                    Dance Studio 
                                                                    Historical Center 
                                                                    Indoor Walking Trails 
                                                                    Pickelball Court 
                                                                    Sand Volleyball Court 
 
 
COMMUNITY CENTER ACTIVITY AREAS – CITIZEN PRIORITY RANKINGS 
 
The Citizen Priority Rankings are the percentage of respondents who ranked the activity area as a Top or High 
priority in the survey 
 
Facility Citizen Priority Ranking 
                                                        Mail Survey Online Survey 
Swimming Pool                               63% 59% 
   
Aerobic Training Area                     56% 49% 
   
Weight Training Area                      48% 46% 
   
Running Track                                 47% 56% 
   
Senior Activity Area                         39% 31% 
   
Teen Activity Area                           36% 50% 
   
Outdoor Tennis Courts                    32% 34% 
   
Meeting Rooms                               30% 41% 
   
Arts and Crafts Room                     27% 28% 
   
Basketball Courts                            28% 37% 
   
Day Care Room                              27% 42% 
   
Banquet Room                                27% 24% 
   
Rock Climbing Wall                         22% 33% 
   
Racquetball Courts                         20% 21% 
   
Spray Park                                      13% 41% 
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COMMUNITY CENTER BOND ISSUE 
 
Would you support a bond issue to build and operate a multi-purpose community center? 
 
                                                              Mail Survey        Online Survey 
                                                 Yes       116  (56%)               80  (70%) 
                                                  No         77   (37%)               34  (30%) 
 
Mail survey responses by precinct, families with children, families with no children and seniors: 
 
 Yes  No
Precinct 1 18 (53%)  12 (35%)
 
Precinct 2 9 (43%)  11 (52%)
 
Precinct 3 13 (81%)  2  (10%)
 
Precinct 4 5 (63%)  3  (37%)  
 
Precinct 5 6 (75%)  2 (25%)
 
Precinct 6 16 (64%)  8 (32%)
 
Precinct 7 14 (58%)  8 (33%)
 
Precinct 8 11 (44%)  11 (44%)
 
Precinct 9 15 (48%)  14 (45%)
 
Precinct 10 3 (100%)  0 (0%)
 
Precinct 11 6 (46%) 6 (46%)  
 
Families with children 61 (70%)  26 (30%)
 
Families with no children 56 (51%)  54 (49%)
 
Seniors 3 (23%)  10 (77%)
 
 
 
Comments  
We already have one in Saline! (1, FC) 
No community center! (1) 
We already have a millage for Parks and Rec (2, FC) 
In these economic times, floating a recreation bond is ridiculous (2, FNC) 
Not to build but to convert empty building (3, FNC) 
Difficult for us to answer, we do not have children and we are members of a gym. I feel given the economy and the depressed 

nature of our state, any extra funds should go to families struggling to pay for their homes, food and health care needs (6, 
FNC) 

Take other funds that are already available (7) 
Not needed between Saline Rec Center and existing Ellsworth Senior Center. Don’t spend the $  (8, FNC) 
Not now (9, SR)  
Not needed, no taxes (9, FC) 
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PROGRAM REGISTRATION OPTIONS 
 
Changes in the registration system are being considered to make it more convenient for residents. Given 
the following choices, identify your top three preferences (1-3). 
 (Results in top row from Mail Survey, results in bottom row from Online Survey) 
 
Registration Method       1 2 3 
In Person                          18 20 39 
                                          9 18 37 
    
Mail                                   57 67 33 
                                          6 61 26 
    
Fax                                    4 26 18 
                                          0 9 9 
     
Online Web Based            119 36 18 
                                          97 6 1 
                     
Drop Box                           2 16 58 
                                          2 13 29 
 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL STAFF AND PARK POLICIES  
 
For those of you who participate in our recreation programs or have booked park pavilions, how would 
you rate the following: 
(Results in top row from Mail Survey, Results in bottom row from Online Survey) 
 
Category                         Excellent Good Fair Poor CSR*  Office Staff 
Office Staff 20 32 6 0 90% 
                                         18 34 4 0 93% 
       
Program Instructors         15 33 4 1 91% 
                                         11 28 12 1 75% 
      
Registration Procedures  15 32 10 2 80% 
                                         7 33 12 2 74% 
           
Park Pavilion Policies       8 31 6 0 87% 
                                         6 33 4 2 87% 
 
* The Citizen Satisfaction Ranking is the percentage of survey respondents aware of the service who ranked the 
service as excellent or good 



 

PAGE 162 ADOPTED 2-10-10 - PITTSFIELD TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN 

EFFECTIVENESS OF PROMOTIONAL METHODS 
 
What would be the most effective way to inform you and members of your household of programs and 
services offered by the Parks and Recreation Department? (1 through 3, with 1 being the most effective) 
(Results in top row from Mail Survey, results in bottom row from Online Survey) 
                                                   
Promotion Method              1 2 3 
Civic Groups                         1 8 24 
                                              6 21 64 
       
Library                                   13 18 19 
                                              13 44 39 
    
Flyers in Schools                  10 24 22 
                                              27 41 28 
     
Newspaper Articles               21 24 24 
                                              33 35 31 
                   
Religious Organizations        2 7 26 
                                              4 18 69 
     
Homeowner Assoc News      33 28 31 
                                              27 41 31 
    
Recreation Brochure             71 47 26 
                                              67 29 8 
    
Township Website                46 51 30 
                                              54 38 17 
     
Participant E-Mail Updates   80 21 20 
                                              87 17 5 
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NEW PROGRAM IDEAS - MAIL SURVEY 
 
More senior programs (1, SR) 
Yoga classes for kids and adults (1, SR) 
Meaningful programs for seniors, intergenerational programs (1, SR) 
Staff is very nice! Would like more programs for adults (not senior)during the day to take advantage of lids being in school-art, 

exercise, crafts cooking (1, FC) 
Biking paths (1, FC) 
More staff/instructors (1, FC) 
Classes on saving taxpayer dollars (1) 
More bike paths (2, SR) 
Golf, archery, beginning riflery (thru Tri County Sportsmen League) (2, FC) 
Dog park (2, FNC) 
Community service options on website (3, FC) 
Special classes in designs, sewing etc. (3, FC) 
Swimming classes (3, FC) 
Exercise program for adolescents and pre teens who are self conscious because of weight (4, FC) 
More day care (5, FC) 
Programs for kids-daughter 3 (6, FC) 
Arrange for fairs and rides during vacations/summers (6, FC) 
I feel we want for very little here. Dog training classes would be cool. (6, FC) 
Book Mobile-more tween offerings (6, FC) 
Tennis lessons, swimming lessons and open lap swim (6, FNC) 
Nice day trips that do not include casinos, theaters, symphonies (7, SR) 
Yoga, meditation, Pilates (7, FC) 
Community center with exercise and pool area is desired (7, FC) 
Trips, adventure, healthy/active lifestyles (7, FNC) 
Indoor swimming pool, golf course (7, FNC) 
Yoga/pilates (possibly outdoor) (8, FC) 
Windsurfing (8, FC) 
Guided nature hikes, nature related talks (8, FC) 
A lounge (8, FC) 
Status quo, recommend no changes (8, FNC) 
Instructed yoga and pilates, add pickelball (9, SR) 
Exercise classes closer to senior center (9, FC) 
Better communication about parks. What special events are there to make me want to go there? (9, FC) 
Purchase a park near Lake Forest to build tennis courts for our children (9, FC) 
More adult tennis offerings-cardio tennis and kid tennis (9, FC) 
Nature trails, bike trails (9, FC) 
Musical activity or concerts in the park (9, FNC) 
Teen activities (11, SR) 
More hiking trails (11, FC) 
Archery, fishing (11, FC) 
More variety of cooking classes (11, FNC) 
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NEW PROGRAM IDEAS - ONLINE SURVEY 
 
There is a lot of variety, I always find things that are of interest for my family 
A skateboard park in Pittsfield township would be nice. This could be a simple or elaborate park that would be a nice, safe 

place for skateboarders, in-line skaters(roller blades) and bicyclers(bmx) to gather and practice. 
PLEASE get an outdoor pool with a swim team and swim lessons. We parents don’t want to have to pay thousands of dollars 

to join a country club, but would love a way to be out doors and enable my children to swim during the summer and would 
gladly pay a few hundred dollars to do that. 

Community programs. Come out to various parks during the summer and run games and crafts etc. How about more kid and 
teen programs for tennis, golf, cross country ski, etc? 

No new programs at this time. Please consider having seniors become independent if the majority is not from the township. 
Fire Cooperrider and get a real on-line registration system. Cooperrider gets a big salary and does nothing. The staff does all 

the work for him. He has been wasting Township resources for years. 
I would like to see it be easier to bike throughout the township. 
Adult exercise classes 
More day camps with swimming opportunities and rainy day operation (Montibeller Camp is closed if it rains). Swimming pool 

and indoor water park for year round operation (could collaborate with city of Ypsi to renovate Rutherford Pool). Spray 
park (see the one at Canton Rec Center, it operates on a motion sensor or touch pad operation). Playground features to 
interest older kids (See the HUGE Westland playground off Ford Road and I-275 and the big one at Willow Metro  

Park, community center with space including catering kitchen for private parties and events). 
We need to emphasize our unique features and strengths, such as Pittsfield Preserve. We need to get residents outdoors, not 

doing more indoors. We need paths that lead to desirable destinations at the heart of our township-other than an indoor 
recreation center. Also, we need to avoid using tax monies to duplicate services available elsewhere, such as the Saline 
Rec Center, Washtenaw County and Washtenaw Community College Rec centers.  

Programs directed to teenagers especially at ages between 15-19. There are no basketball courts or space outside or inside 
hockey, no areas for skateboarding. Suggest partnering with Public Schools to provide recreation after school hours. 

None at this time. 
Our family has enjoyed the after school activities at Carpenter, tennis at Montibeller, golf, and the Easter Egg Hunt. Offhand, I 

think the recreation catalog is great and can’t think of any additional sport activities. It would be fun to offer other non-sport 
activities like learning how to play a musical instrument (e.g. guitar) or drawing 

Do we have money for new programs? 
BMX racing and riding. Lacrosse programs for girls. 
It would be great to connect our parks somehow. Driving from one to the other defeats the purpose of “getting outside”. Trails 

would be ideal although I realize it is a bit impractical in spots. 
I don’t believe public funds should be spent on parks and recreation facilities/programs until the economy is in a tangible 

recovery. If funds are available, reduce taxes. 
More ball fields for kids nearer the Ann Arbor airport area 
I would like to see a better system of bike trails to allow for safer biking. Routes are especially needed to get bike and 

pedestrian traffic over US 23 
Dog walks 
Camps for kids in the summer, activities for toddlers 
Park safety 
Dog run area 
I think there are currently plenty of programs/facilities in Pittsfield and the surrounding areas to accommodate every topic in 

this survey. Save the money or use it to keep existing programs/facilities in good condition 
Programs which promote teen activity and fitness for all 
A way to link Warner Creek to various township facilities (other than driving). Not a program, but a priority project. We don’t 

even have a sidewalk to the township admin offices and you are our closest neighbor! 
Organized activities for small children, with parents, offered on a weekend, or after 5:00 pm Monday-Friday 
I don’t care about or use any of the recreation programs or classes. I go to the parks all the time and think they are wonderful, 

but have no time or interest for any of the rec programs listed in the catalog, and my daughter does rec through her 
school. If the rec programs and catalogue went away altogether, I wouldn’t care a bit. I love parks and open space-they 
are terrific 

Nature programming for children and adults. There are great opportunities for nature study of plants, animals, and varied 
ecological systems in our parks and yet most of the programming seems to be aimed at keeping kids and adults indoors 
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(dance classes and aerobic classes galore). As an adult, my only options for an outdoor activity seem to be softball (guys 
only?), tennis, or league soccer (guys only). If I am a kid, I can play T-ball if I am young enough, tennis (maybe), or league 
soccer. Nature study would get people out walking (good aerobic exercise which isn’t hard on the knees) in our beautiful 
parks; it can be a family activity! And it doesn’t require a great deal of skill (suitable for many ability levels) 

Have too many parks. Sell off parks that aren’t being used regularly (i.e. eastern/northern half of pittsfield preserve) and use 
money to improve other parks    

More structured tumbling class for youth 
Interpretive. More people need to know just how many rare and delicate things Pittsfield is blessed to have in its delicate eco 

system. It should be preserved forever, see: http://docstoc.com/docs/227772/What-is-a-wetland 
Recreation is much more than organized sports. We need more passive recreation, trails and nature education that can 

improve life for all ages and all areas 
Nature study and interpretation of parks 



 

PAGE 166 ADOPTED 2-10-10 - PITTSFIELD TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN 

GENERAL COMMENTS - MAIL SURVEY 
 
Love to walk/hike and mosquitoes are bad and preventing us from using more frequently (1, Sr) 
Dislike the signs that welcome you and then have a long list of don’t or can’t and then say have fun (1, Sr) 
We would love to see biking paths of 4+ miles. We have just recently begun to use the parks and find them very nice (1, FC) 
We have used the programs extensively and found them to be an excellent value (1, FC) 
Parks are nice as they are. Save money! Lower taxes! (1, FNC) 
Visited only a few parks in the past few years and found all poorly attended! Some were empty!!! (1) 
We are very excited about the Platt Road Greenway! (1) 
I am a widow, I have never been to one of our parks. I have no idea why I would be asked to respond to this survey (1) 
Michigan is in a deep recession. The only reason I can think of why any idiot would consider spending our hard earned tax 

dollars on developing parks is so that we’ll have somewhere to live after we lose our homes. Wake up! How about 
lowering taxes? Have any of you geniuses considered that? (1) 

I pay taxes for the parks but there is an hourly fee to use the soccer fields in certain or all locations. Why is this? (1) 
Parks, etc are clustered mostly in one area. Spread them out for all of the township (2, SR)   
Pittsfield Township is lucky to have the leadership shown by their P&R Director Dan Cooperrider. Don’t focus so much on 

studies as on supporting the infrastructure of the existing parks and facilities. i.e. “Turtle Surveys”?? Pittsfield Township 
Parks are very well run and from outside appearance look very well kept. Bring on Hickory Woods! (2, FC)  

Building and operating a community center is too costly in these economic times. Why not contribute operating support to 
existing centers (County Rec bldg, WCC) so Pittsfield residents get membership discounts. We are now in a time of cost 
sharing , co-ownership and joint ventures. (2, FNC)   

Was unaware of some of the parks in township. Use parks closest to where we live. Liked Lillie Park when it was less 
developed. (3, FNC) 

Great parks and recreation programs (4, FC) 
I didn’t even know these parks existed until this survey! More advertising needed! (4, FNC) 
During tough economic times, it is irresponsible to put forward a millage request for parks and rec (or bond request). There are 

many other higher priority needs-road improvements, traffic safety, public safety/fire protection.  The purchase of the 
Pittsfield Preserve still irritates me-unremarkable farmland that could have increased the non homestead tax base. (5. 
FNC)  

Consider locating historic buildings in a central area as a community center (6, SR) 
Make sure that any changes or improvements do not impact our quality of life in the neighborhood. Any major activity type 

facilities would not be acceptable in a small neighborhood. (6, FC) 
If you put in a play structure, please make sure to include swings for both babies and larger kids. Structures that are more 

elaborate are more fun for the kids. We don’t go to some of the Pittsfield structures because other nearby townships have 
much better ones. (6, FC) 

All parks need rubber padding instead of wood chips, solar powered grills and wireless internet (6, FC) 
Having all the programs we’ve participated in, Montibeller Park Camp has been wonderful as has swimming and tumbling 

class at the Washtenaw Rec Center. My mother is finally using the senior center and loves it. T-ball was a blast too! 
Thanks so much for all the programs!! (6, FC) 

Thank you for asking others opinions, appreciate stamp too. (6, FC) 
Please add tennis courts to the Hickory Woods Park design. The many residents of Hickory Pointe and Ashford Village have 

no close/convenient location to play and enjoy tennis. (6, FNC) 
Less parks-sell Preserve to pay for community center, high level maintenance needed, facilities. Need feeling of safety-the 

Preserve is frightening, small neighborhood parks preferred. Flower arranging needs new teacher, better facilities. If you 
can’t maintain it to a high level with facilities, sell it. Provide area for school cross country runs, soccer, t-ball, baseball, 
bleachers, pavilions, restrooms. (7, SR) 

I feel that the Ann Arbor city residents that want to use Pittsfield Twp for their senior activities should be paying more dues 
than the township people. With only about 200 members from Pittsfield and about 1000 from non residents I don’t feel our 
taxes should be used to house these people in a new center. (7, SR) 

Need e-mail distribution (7, FC) 
Good job so far! Keep up the good work! (7, FNC) 
Do not duplicate the facilities in the area. Please add programs and facilities that are for active adults, wellness/fitness, trips, 

special interest classes, we are not just seniors. The youth population will decrease in the coming years, focus on middle 
age residents. (7, FNC) 
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Quality recreation provided by people who can no longer afford a vacation. Study the WCC Fitness Center, build one as good 
or better with a reasonable membership fee. No new expenditures. Use funds differently. Funds already there should be 
used for quality low cost recreation. The gov’t doesn’t usually do things that make people happy. Build a quality rec center 
out of funds you already have available and price the membership at an affordable level for all the people. People will be 
happy! (7) 

We have never visited any of the parks because we believe they require good legs to enjoy them. We do not have good legs 
anymore. We are “seniors” in our 70’s and 80’s. A wonderful park for us would include comfortable seating-maybe even a 
rocking chair placed where the view is of trees, running water, bird feeder or feeders for small animals such as squirrels, 
rabbits etc. Alternatively, it might offer watching children at play or games such as volleyball or basketball. The seating 
would include easy access from parking(leveled/flat ground or railing along a path)and shade from mature trees. We 
would bring our cushions! What a dream. (8, SR)    

The foundation for some great parks is set-just need a little more developing. Maybe some kind of path that connects Saline to 
Ann Arbor down Platt heading towards Ellsworth. (8, FC) 

Excellent park system in Pittsfield Township. Will be enjoying the parks more as my wife and I age. Must question the parking 
lot recently built on Marton Rd. not sure it will get much use unless a hiking trail is planned to be built nearby forest. (8, 
FC) 

We like the art van go! We hope you build the community center. (8, FC) 
It would be great to have an outdoor pool (8, FC) 
Continue working to connect public parks to private land via sidewalks and trails! The walking/nature trails at Lillie Park South 

and the Preserve are fabulous. They create a great escape from the city and are an asset to the Township and our quality 
of life. (8, FC) 

The parks are well maintained and doing this survey reminds me to utilize them more. A community recreation center sounds 
interesting but there are already many gyms/rec centers in the area. (8, FNC) 

Please do not spend any more money (8, FNC) 
Spend as little as possible-support what we already have with respect and attention (8, FNC) 
I love to walk my dogs at the park. The parks that I have not visited-are their nature trails? (9, SR) 
As seniors, we don’t use the parks but hearing from younger folk we know they feel the parks and recreation areas are 

important to them (9, SR) 
A social area to gather after activity. Coffee and drink vending (9, SR) 
Some existing parks don’t seem used at all! Taxes are quite high already (9, SR)  
How about a golf league? (9, FC) 
It would be nice to have some basketball courts and tennis courts in the neighborhood-near Lake Forest-so that our children 

can ride their bikes and meet their friends at the park (9, FC) 
Swim programs, volleyball and basketball for kids. I’ve lived in Pittsfield for three years and rarely receive a mailer. (9, FC) 
Community center not needed, no taxes (9, FC) 
Between Saline Rec and Washtenaw County Farm, we don’t need another building. We do need trails in Pittsfield Preserve so 

people can enjoy it. It’s silly to have to drive to Dexter to go on a nature hike, (9, FC) 
I think the parks I visit are well taken care of. Thank you for the dog park (11, SR) 
The Pittsfield Preserve, North Preserve Area, P.G. Palmer Park-we would like to see walking trails through the woods (11, FC) 
My husband and I have only lived in Michigan 14 months. Just getting familiar with Ann Arbor (11, FNC) 
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GENERAL COMMENTS - ONLINE SURVEY 
 
I understand the Planning Commission is considering a cell phone tower at Marshview Meadows. Don’t let the township 

degrade the beauty of our parks by letting cellular companies build their towers on our park property! 
The township needs to continue to acquire and preserve natural area. Protecting the township’s natural resources and rural 

heritage should be a top priority as once these lands are gone we will never get them back. The township’s current trend 
of cutting funding for park development, natural resource surveys and restoration should be reversed. 

Again, the need to make our facilities more accessible via non motorized options such as walking or biking and to stop adding 
all of the township’s park spaces in the center of the township where nobody lives. What about the rest of us who live on 
the western side of the township? We also need a dedicated facility to host meetings for homeowner  boards. Where is 
the new community center that has been promised for the past decade? 

I do not know where many of the parks named are or have never heard of them. I will ask at the rec center for a map and look 
online so hopefully a map is available that has the parks and lists their facilities 

Again, the only real recreational gap that I see is a community outdoor pool facility. I think we have plenty of parks and 
playgrounds already. We just visited my parents in Pennsylvania and they have a fantastic community pool with a snack 
bar, playground, baby pool, birthday room, etc. that families can join for only $225 for the whole summer. The pool is 
packed every day. Swimming is a fantastic way for kids and adults to get exercise and nobody wants to be indoors during 
beautiful summer days to get it. Please survey the community about the possibility of creating a special millage specific to 
that kind of project. 

Need to have a major push to connect the neighborhoods to ALL parks and cities via bike paths, It is a pain to live 1.5 miles 
from a great park and have to drive (even though ¾ of the way is connected by sidewalks to business parks 

US mail is the best way to inform about programs. There is no real newspaper anymore. Revisit park updates/improvements 
after the economy improves. Isn’t the majority of the population in the township at the higher end? Should the township be 
honoring expensive requests for facilities from non residents? 

It would be great if we had a public pool in the township 
Love all the new playground structures. Thanks 
We would use the existing parks more often if there were sidewalks or bike paths going consistently through Pittsfield 

Township connecting neighborhoods with the parks. We would love to ride bikes to the parks but the busy streets are too 
dangerous and many do not even have shoulders, let alone sidewalks or bike paths 

Consider using social networking sites to communicate. Ann Arbor parks is on Twitter and Facebook. It’s a great way to 
communicate. 

Very nice facilities for the most part. Hickory Woods is being wasted and should be returned to a golf course. It could be run in 
conjunction with a teen learning/summer employment focus. Use teens to run the course under the supervision of a golf 
guy 

Thanks for asking for our input! I’d love to see more community participation activities such as a festival, picnics, playground 
builds, park clean ups, roadside trash pick ups etc 

Take advantage of community programs such as Sheriff’s Community Service, Boy Scouts, $-H Clubs. Organize a “Friends of 
Parks and Recreation” group 

Where are the fishing facilities? Can we take advantage of some water around here? We tend to go to Ann Arbor parks due to 
the beauty of the Huron River 

We need a sidewalk/multi-use pathway on the east side of Carpenter Road and another on the south side of Michigan Ave 
between Carpenter Road and the Township offices so residents can get around via non-motorized transportation. The 
sidewalk on the west side of Carpenter makes people have to cross five lanes of traffic which is very unsafe even with 
protected crosswalks 

Pittsfield Township Parks (especially Lillie Park) are very much under utilized. It was a waste of money to build Lillie Park in 
the first place with very limited residences near by and almost right across the street from the city of Ann Arbor Park on 
Ellsworth Rd. Please stop extending that park 

Save money!!!! 
Please, no more parks. We have enough. Let’s tweak the ones we have. Lower taxes not raise them 
We would like to see many more trails (walking/biking) in our parks 
I would really enjoy a way to access the Pittsfield township bike path from the north side of Michigan Ave via Platt rd. Crossing 

Michigan Ave is dangerous and not something that I want to do to be able to bike or walk to the paths provided along Platt 
and Lillie park 

I’ve enjoyed living in PT for 25 years! Still I would like to see more sidewalks and bike routes to get between neighborhoods 
and into AA 

Pittsfield Township has beautiful parks. They are however lacking a large paved walking path. I enjoy rollerblading and 
running. Pittsfield Township does not have a park to meet this need so I drive to Ann Arbor’s Gallup Park  
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Need 50 Meter outdoor pool 
I never really know what is available to me…what different parks offer, if I have to pay to use, where different things are 

located 
Please consider widening the trails in Lillie Park to create a larger walking area. It would be nice to have one larger park-a 

central park-rather than several small parks that I don’t plan to visit again 
The natural areas the Township has preserved are the number one thing I love about the Township. The play structures and 

the other development are nice, but for me, finding a green, open space or deep woods that is quiet and peaceful is the 
most wonderful thing. My day to day life is so hectic, so many people and such an urban landscape. The natural areas 
that this township has preserved are just amazing, and should be tampered with as little as possible. A few trails, a 
restroom, a pavilion, boardwalk, and lots and lots of peace and quiet, trees and fields-that’s what I like about our park 
system. Most impressive feature: That such a large block of land in the center of the Township (Pittsfield Preserve) has 
been protected. You can go into it and never know you are right by Ann Arbor. Unique and impressive in this area 

Using the Parks and Rec brochure is not a good source of information because it is not timely. An email list is only useful if I 
am or have been enrolled in a township program already. All other sources listed are unreliable for all township residents. 
A Parks and Rec flyer (smaller than the brochure-skip all of the pictures) sent to all homes more frequently than twice a 
year. It is hard to get involved when you don’t know something is happening or find out after the event has occurred. I 
hardly ever go to the township web site-why would I? 

During this economic crisis, any construction of public facilities would be fiscally irresponsible. I don’t want my taxes raised. 
Can’t say it enough-stop spending taxpayer’s money on buying more park land. Sell off most of Pittsfield Preserve and most 

other unused parks and use the proceeds from the sale WISELY to improve other parks 
More enthusiastic instructors are needed for youth programs 
The parks and the protection of them for both historic and the responsible stewardship of them is the reason that out of 26 

cities I had a choice to reside in, I chose Pittsfield Township 
Concerned about commercial interests impacting park land, taking park land for trade or introducing things such as cell towers  
Need more park space for the west side of the township, too much current space is isolated in the center and east for those 

residents 
A greater network of sidewalk and bike trails 
Restore Hickory Woods Golf Course 
Convert Ann Arbor airport to green space and park land 
Playground structures are important, but I think there is already an overabundance 
Native plantings and woods: both planting more and maintaining those we have already. Cutting out invasive species. Bring 

back the Native Prairie (Michigan Ave side of building) and the Butterfly garden at the Township Administration Building! 
The mowing is so sad. I like to walk there on the nice wide sidewalks and it is so ugly now. Natural and wildlife habitat are 
my number one priorities 
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J U N E  2 3 ,  2 0 0 9  W O R K S H O P  S T A T E M E N T S  

Group 1 
 
What you like about the Parks: 
Their location with a preserve in the center of the Township- comes together in the Preserve 
Their potential 
Their diversity 
Their visibility 
That they are dog and family-friendly 
Their limited restrictions yet good community use 
That they attract adjacent communities 
That they are clean and well-maintained 
 
Park Improvements, Development and/or Management  
Make properties accessible 
Hickory Woods could be focused on handicap accessibility 
Ultimate Frisbee/disk golf 
Climbing wall 
Link parks with bike trails 
Connect parks with safe walking pathways 
Provide safe crosswalk at Warner Road 
Develop boardwalk along Textile Road 
Open Sutherland-Wilson property as a park with facilities such as restrooms, parking lot.  Use for programs, 

historic farm demonstration 
Basketball court in Prairie Park 
Fitness Trail in Prairie Park 
 
Parkland Acquisition 
Acquire parkland in northwest area of the Township 
Carefully consider donated land and residents needs 
Consider the sites and the opportunity for recreation 
There may be a need for more ball fields 
 
Connections 
Want to see the parks linked 
The new parking areas in the Preserve should be connected with a loop trail system in an east-west fashion and 

connected to Old Hickory Trail 
Priority should be placed on developing trails within the parks 
Priority should be placed also on establishing a trail on the abandoned portion of the railroad corridor from Lillie 

Park to the Preserve 
 
Community Center 
Create a Pioneer Village for Pittsfield (like a Greenfield Village) 
Create something unique to Pittsfield, not just a sports and fitness center 
Incorporate a community gathering place or center in the Pioneer Village 
 
Programs and Services 
Interested in the programs and services preferred by residents (from the resident survey) 
We should not try to duplicate the recreation services from Ann Arbor or Saline 
Pittsfield Township programs are a great value 
Although there are no scholarship programs, arrangements are made for kids if need be 
Participate in the BEWARE group creating partnerships with adjacent communities and the county parks 

programs 
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Other Comments  
Funding is an issue 
Continue the good relationship with volunteers 
 
Group 2 
 
Park Improvements, Development and/or Management  
Develop greenways/linkages connecting neighborhoods, historical places, Saline, etc. 
Provide more access for bicycles 
Separate transportation modes: bicycle, car, pedestrian 
Separate walking trails from other modes of transportation) 
Need for indoor activity - expand indoor recreation programs “limited space” (currently there is limited space for 

these types of programmed activities) 
Explore space partnerships for recreation with other community or neighboring facilities 
Look at renovation of existing facilities to provide additional space 
Special needs population provide recreational programs to meet the needs of special needs 
Rails to trails opportunities 
 
Parkland Acquisition 
No additional of parkland needed 
Strategic land acquisition (connections) no additional land needed unless it is meets the need of a strategic plan 

and if it makes sense 
If it makes sense (see above) 
Regional approach to land acquisition 
Look long term 10 years + 
Township ownership opportunities 
Do not encourage acquisition  
Right of way acquisition (easements) 
Separate from motorcars 
Swap land with developers if the land meets the goals of the future park and recreation master plan) 
Sell park land for cash 
 
Connections 
Yes, provide park linkages 
Connect to Platt Road greenway 
Link the east side of the township to the west side 
Social and physical need 
Create public spaces 
Promote healthy community  
Promote economic development 
“Sustainability” or green community 
 
Community Center 
Should we build or not build a new facility? 
Cost benefit center analysis should be done to provide need 
Location, location (where to put a community center) 
Regional senior center, not just for the Township 
Senior Center should be multi-functional 
Flexible indoor community space (not enough space in the township that meets this need) 
Design the facility to be revenue generator, not just a community activity center 
Sports vs. community center with social emphasis 
For all age levels 
After school programs 
“Teens” (no current space or programs for teens and their needs) 
Recreation program gap for 8 to 15 years old 
More diverse community (community is growing in diversity, need to meet these needs) 
Arts & culture 
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Programs and Services 
One-day events good 
After school programs (Athletics) for Elementary school kids 
Scholarship programs (for recreation programs) 
On-line registration system 
 
Other Comments  
The community needs a vision 
Provide Multi-day program events  
Provide Outdoor movies 
Provide Overnight camping (tent) by permit in the parks 
Recreation on wheels (trailer in the parks) daytime mobile programs 
Expand day program 
Community garden (produce farm products for sale or for personal consumption) 
 
Group 3 
 
Park Improvements, Development and/or Management  
Plan for access to existing parks 
Provide connectivity by non-motorized transportation to existing parks throughout the township 
Plan for property we already have before acquiring any more 
Emphasize nature for children through signage / themed play areas 
Provide pedestrian pathways separate from bike paths 
Plan for “bigger vision” for future – longer term plan 25-30 years 
Linkage of trails should be strategically done 
Relocate senior center considering transportation needs 
Plan for 25 years with a 5-year short term 
Identify non-transit corridors 
Survey residents about their recreation preferences 
Youth outreach 
Consider the use of pedestrian bridges over major thoroughfares 
Pre-teen activities (putt-putt, imaginative play, basketball skate parks, Frisbee golf, r.c. boats) 
Tennis courts 
 
Parkland Acquisition and Connections 
Strategic purchasing – specific parcels to provide connectivity 
Master plan – identify linkages / potential park development properties 
Require developers to provide infrastructure/connectivity where applicable 
Get to Saline! – provide alternative non-motorized routes to Saline 
Need to look at neighborhoods as they develop for potential neighborhood recreation opportunities 
Railroad corridor underpass 
Township appears as a core with four satellites – this represents the current placement of parks within the 

Township 
Develop an Art Course 
Inexpensive options 
 
Community Center 
Minimize duplication with Saline and Washtenaw County 
Look for programs / activities that are not already available  
New senior center with bus route and pedestrian/bike route 
Natural interpretive center with viewing areas, nature observation trails, signage 
Senior input should be sought 
Inexpensive way to save old center until new facility available 
Limp along utilizing existing facility until funds are available to develop the new center 
Premature to look at specific locations for relocation 
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Programs and Services 
Park Department staff does a great job 
New brochure look fantastic 
Scholarships for programs for low-income residents 
Facilitate credit card payment for services 
Provide registration on-line 
Provide transportation to programs 
Move day camp at Sutherland Farm due to basement in extreme weather 
Sutherland Farm updates – nature area 
Community gardens 
 
Other Comments  
Scholarships 
Picnic areas/pavilions 
Organized pre-teen activities 
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Parks, Historical Sites, and Related Issues 
By C. Edward Wall, 23 June 2009 

Presented for consideration in updating the Pittsfield Township Parks 5-Year Master Plan 
 
Parks and Accessibility 
Our park structure will be one of our enduring quality-of-life features in Pittsfield Township. It will be one of the assets 
that help us achieve “world-class” status. . However, not only should they be priority destinations for most residents, 
they also can support infrastructure that helps facilitate pedestrian access to other divers assets in the township. 
 
Any future park acquisitions should be made with this dual objective in mind. For example, at the center of our township 
– primarily on the south side of Michigan Ave, but extending slightly to the north. – is Mastodon Marsh.   
 
(Mastodon Marsh is the name I use in referencing the marshy area both north and south of Michigan Ave., for the 
following reasons. Some years back, while excavating a pond on the Sakstrup property south of Textile Rd (in Pittsfield 
Township south of Roberto Clemente School) a mastodon scull and other bones were found. Also, several years back, 
when excavating a pond on the Harry Brennan property west of Saline, a mastodon trackway was found. The trackway 
clearly shows the footprints of a male, female, and calf mastodon. The bull apparently stumbles over a submerged log, 
but regains his footing. (See: http://lw.lsa.umich.edu/exhibitmuseum/ exhibits/content/Mastodon/Mastodon-4.asp ) 
Mastodon Marsh is a remnant of the environment that existed 14,000-10,000 years ago during which mastodons 
flourished in our area. Since mastodons are Michigan’s state fossil, because they captivate the interest of people of all 
ages, because they would have lived in this marsh, and because this is a very likely location for finding additional 
mastodon bones, I call it Mastodon Marsh. Both the area and the name are reminders of our glacial legacy and the 
megafauna that once lived here.) 
 
Because of its geological features, Mastodon Marsh will not be developed and acquisition of this area has not been a 
township priority. However, it presents the means of connecting pedestrians south of Michigan Ave with assets north of 
Michigan Ave, and vice versa. When Michigan Ave is rebuilt, the bridges over the railroad tracks should facilitate 
pathways under those bridges. To construct those pathways under Michigan Ave and along the length of Mastodon 
Marsh, rights will have to be obtained from adjacent property owners and/or land purchased for Mastodon Marsh Park. 
The objective in this case is not just expansion of parks south of Michigan Ave, but facilitation of safe and attractive 
north-south pedestrian access to other portions of the township. A derivative benefit could be a park encompassing one 
of the most defining geographical feature of our township – Mastodon Marsh. 
 
The Asher Aray Legacy Park – Former Washtenaw County and MDOT Properties 
Asher Aray was an early African-American resident of the township. He also was a major conductor on the 
Underground Railroad. Over the years, he owned property at several locations in the township, including both north and 
south of Michigan Ave between Platt and US-23; at two locations along Textile Road; and south of Ellsworth just east of 
Carpenter Road. 
 
A portion of Aray’s Ellsworth Road property is just east of the Carpenter Rd. bridge over I-94 – a parcel containing about 
8.6 acres of land. This parcel of land is owned by Washtenaw County, probably acquired when major bridge 
improvements were made to Carpenter Road. 
 
Some years ago, the township acquired what today is Lilly Park North from the Michigan Department of Transportation 
for $1.00 (I was on the board at the time). Since the “Aray” property is owned by Washtenaw County, perhaps the 
township can negotiate transfer of the former Asher Aray property to the township for the same price. Alternatively, 
perhaps this site could be developed at some future date as a combined county/ township park. This may be something 
that Supervisor Grewal already is discussing with Washtenaw County. 
 
It should be noted that this parcel holds a strategic role in future non-motorized connectivity along I-94. 
 
Similarly, there may be other parcels of land along our major roads that still are owned by the Michigan Department of 
Transportation or Washtenaw County. (For example, a parcel of land southeast of the I-94/US23 intersection appears to 
be owned by MDOT.)  These parcels should be identified and evaluated for possible transfer to the township or 
agreement reached to utilize the land-parcels for “green” purposes.  
 
Today, the parcel east of Carpenter Road appears land-locked, but it should be possible to acquire access from the 
adjacent property owner – if not now, when that northern adjacent property owner seeks township approval for 
construction changes. Furthermore, it should become accessible from a future sidewalk along the east side of 
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Carpenter Road. From here, connectivity along I-94 could link this park with the retention-pond area between Crystal 
Creek and Silver Leaf subdivisions. 
 
Historic Pittsfield Town Center – Pittsfield Junction: The Activity and Cultural Center of Pittsfield Township 
The area at the intersection of Morgan and Thomas roads has been the historic town center of Pittsfield Township. Our 
first township hall was constructed there (north of Morgan Rd) – and still survives intact and largely unmodified, 
although now owned as a private residence. The Old Town Hall School was built south of Morgan. Some years ago it 
was moved to the campus of Eastern Michigan University and restored. Just to the west, railroad lines crossed. A 
depot/loading platform was built there, which served both east-west and north-south trains. This strategic spot was 
known as Pittsfield Junction. 
 
A portion of Pittsfield Preserve located south of Morgan Rd and east of Thomas Road should be set aside as our 
historic town center – featuring historic structures – and serving as a dynamic activities center for the township. This site 
should be augmented by the addition of the Old Town Hall. This location will be about midway along the Mastodon 
Park-Pittsfield Preserve-Lilly Park corridor. 
 
Several historic structures could be relocated here. Specifically, Valentine School, which is located on Michigan Ave, 
should be acquired at the time that Michigan Ave is rebuilt, and moved to a location near the site of the Old Town Hall 
School.  
 
Furthermore, other distinctive structural landmarks of the past could be reconstructed here, such as Cady’s Gas Station, 
which previously stood southeast of Michigan Ave and Platt Rd. Likewise, the Pittsfield Junction depot and loading 
docks could be reconstructed here. 
 
The objective will be to build a dynamic center that will attract residents (and non-residents) to our town center 
– especially by foot and cycle – and cross-country skis, etc. The key will be the adaptive use of historic 
structures. For example, Cady’s Gas Station could become an ice-cream parlor. The Cody Farmhouse could become 
a sandwich shop and a hot chocolate stop for cross-country skiers.. The Old Township Hall and Valentine School could 
become activities/meeting rooms for township groups. The depot and loading docks could become dressing rooms and 
a performance stage for a wide range of performances and special events. The town-square park – or a separate area -
- could be set aside for our own weekly farmers’ market. The costs of operating these structures could be defrayed by 
lease and event charges – thus minimizing ongoing operational and maintenance costs to the township. 
 
Hopefully one of the streets adjacent to the town-square can be named Ticknor Street – in honor of the contributions 
Marcia Ticknor has made to preserving the legacy of our township (and recognizing the Ticknors as one of our early 
township families).  
 
Imagine: Austin, Texas has its Austin City Limits. Could this become the site of Pittsfield Junction – a televised series of 
summer concerts? Imagine an announcer saying: “Welcome, friends and neighbors, to an afternoon of bluegrass, live, 
from the platform of Pittsfield Junction.” We should not “imagine” too small. This historic town center has great potential 
far beyond its historic character. It can become the focus of township identity and cultural activity. And much of the 
maintenance and upkeep costs of the structures can be covered by leases with businesses that want to run Cady’s Gas 
Station ice cream shop or Cody’s Farmhouse sandwich shop. 
 
Sutherland-Wilson Farmstead – and the Pittsfield Township Historical Society 
The Sutherland-Wilson farmstead was transferred to the township by Harold and Mary Wilson to be preserved as an 
historic farm museum. The Pittsfield Township Historical Society leased the property for five years in order to restore 
the barn and house. The barn was close to collapsing at the time. The barn has been restored extensively, although 
serious problems remain with the roof. The house has been extensively restored to its original appearance and 
footprint.  
 
I hope this facility will become an integral and dynamic part of the Pittsfield Park infrastructure, and that appropriate 
activities can be planned and held at this site. I believe that the original mission of the property – to be an historic farm 
museum – is not incompatible with contemporary active use of its facilities. In fact, I feel that the  almost $200,000 
already spent on the barn and house by the Historical Society require they not sit idle as historic monuments, but that 
they come alive with activity of all sorts, as long as those activities occur within the museum setting. For example, the 
barn could be used during the summer to support children camps and community gardens could be constructed in the 
original fields. (The basement of the house can provide shelter for children in case of a weather emergency. This type of 
emergency shelter is not now available at the current summer-camp location.) 
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The historical society has not undertaken restoration of other outbuildings at the farm. I believe that if this facility 
becomes an active component of Pittsfield Parks and Recreation programming, that the other outbuildings need to 
assume adaptive uses. Planning for those adaptive uses MUST involve the input of key Parks and Recreation 
personnel and the Parks Commission.  
 
It also should be noted that several key structures on the old farm have been removed. These include a large sheep 
shed, which was located behind the barn. The sheep shed could be rebuilt as an activity center for youth programming 
– or for other functions. But all this requires active involvement in the planning process by township officials and staff, 
especially park commissioners. 
 
I believe the Pittsfield Township Historical Society would be pleased to help the township fulfill the terms of the deed, 
which require that the property be preserved as a farm museum. The society can plan and hold historic farm-related 
events here; they can help with interpretive programs; they can provide important historical artifacts, such as old farm 
equipment and tools.  
 
Furthermore, I know the historical society would greatly appreciate the opportunity to help plan the future of this facility. 
Similarly, I know the society members would appreciate an opportunity to help define the historic Pittsfield Town Center 
– Pittsfield Junction -- and to help develop historical programming that integrates the town center and the farm. 
 
For the last five years, the Historical Society has reported to the Historical Commission, which has responsibility for the 
property on behalf of the township. I believe the Historical Commission should continue to have primary responsibility 
for the historic property, although adaptive use planning and programming increasingly should involve the parks 
commission and related personnel. 
 
Parks and Park Access in Northeast Pittsfield Township 
During the last eight years, extensive parkland resources have been acquired throughout the township, including in the 
previously underserved southeast portion of the township. The northwest portion still is underserved, and the need 
exists for an “anchor” park in the southwest portion, encompassing Mastodon Marsh. If these objectives can be 
achieved, then the northeast portion of the township remains the most underserved in terms of parks and park access, 
despite the fact that the largest concentration of township residents live in this area. 
 
At present, the area is served only by Montibeller Park. Two ways of augmenting this park are the acquisition of land 
from Washtenaw County to develop Asher Aray Park (or partnering with the county to develop this park)  – and the 
development of a safe bike path along Ellsworth over US-23 to facilitate access to parks in the central portion of our 
township.  
 
However, at least two additional options exist for enhancing park and recreation spaces in this area of the township. 
 

1) Montibeller Park can be expanded slightly by the purchase of a private residence and very large yard at the 
southeast corner of the park. Some years past, this parcel was offered for sale to the township, but we did not 
have adequate revenues to acquire it then. (I was on the board that turned down the purchase during another 
period of very tight finances.) While funds again are tight, this may be an option for consideration at some 
future time, when and if funds become available. 

2) Furthermore, access to Montibeller Park can be improved for residents north of Packard (precinct 2) as well as 
adjacent precinct 11 homeowners by the addition of pathways leading from Center Valley Dr. For precinct 3 
residents, additional access options exist between homes on Fieldcrest Lane – there is a very wide, empty lot 
at one location and a potential pathway along the power transmission lines that extend east-west near this 
location. 

 
Other residents in the northeast portion of the township may be aware of other expansion and/or enhancement options.  
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S E P T E M B E R  1 5 ,  2 0 0 9  W O R K S H O P  S T A T E M E N T S  

 
What you like about the parks 
Natural habitat 
Open space 
Wildlife habitat 
Birds 
Peaceful and beautiful 
Size 
Parks Department does a phenomenal job with invasive species 
 
Issues about the Park 
Not enough parks 
Need more baseball diamonds 
Access/safety/distance/need sense of security 
Soccer fields for area groups (SASA, AAYSA) 
Don’t like invasive species (buckthorn, purple loosestrife) 
Prairie species in front of the Administration Building should not have been mowed 
 
Park Improvements, Development and/or Management 
More walking and running trails 
Cross-country and snowshoeing trails 
Bike trails/linkages 
Morgan Woods – High quality natural area with large trees and absence of invasive species should be preserved 
Need active recreation and a balance of active/passive activities 
Kids should have access to active parks 
Not concerned with active recreation (it’s taken care of through schools) – concerned about open space 
Would like a spray park 
Would like a skate park 
Park activities focused for seniors 
Would like Frisbee golf 
Ask area sports organizations what they need in terms of fields 
Would like more winter activities 
Would like more trails 
Provide multi-seasonal space 
Like the balance of active/passive activities and facilities in Sandra Richardson Park (York Township) 
 
Parkland Acquisition 
Not enough parkland 
Always keep an eye for available parkland/open space 
Only acquire land for a new community center, if necessary – we should develop what we have before acquiring 

new parks 
The northwest part of the Township needs a park, more sidewalks 
 
Connections 
Link parks with bike trails where it makes sense 
We have a lot of linkages – we need to fill in the gaps 
Connect neighborhoods to parks 
Regarding setting priorities about pathway development: use population density/numbers to decide on priorities 
Develop trails along natural features – greenways 
Concerned about safety on off-road trails and rail with trail ideas 
 
Community Center 
Need a new community center/senior center 
A community center could be a private/public venture 
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New proposed community center based on 2007 feasibility study could be: 
Across Michigan Avenue from Township Hall 
Cater to all constituents 
Provide community event space such as an amphitheater, farmers’ market, etc. 
Provide outdoor and indoor facilities with active open fields 
Become the center of the Township 
Provide a performing arts center 

Should not duplicate the Saline Rec Center 
A new community center could be the point of departure for walking, winter activities, etc. for residents to go to 
Need a central place to go to such as a community center where there is something for everyone 
 
Programs and Services 
There are walking club in the Textile/Morgan Road area organized through private businesses for workers during 

the workday. Would be nice for Pittsfield Township to encourage these groups, create special events such as 
walk-a-thon, etc. 

 
Other and General Comments 
There are coyotes – it’s becoming an issue 
Did not like the public input process 
Likes the process – find it interesting 
Like the amphitheater idea 
Like outdoor activities for seniors – community center 
Diversity/balance/access/safety 
Enjoy everyone’s ideas 
Morgan Woods trail development 
Like that the participants appreciate the parks – concerned about the current administration views and 

appreciation of parks 
Interested in different perspectives 
Central focus/community center would be a great asset to the Township – it doesn’t have to be a building, it could 

be an amphitheater with active sports and something for everyone 
Develop bicycle facilities – if you build them, they will come – provide a place to rent bikes 
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Senior Exercise Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A P P E N D I X  C :  2 0 0 7  C O M M U N I T Y  R E C R E A T I O N  
C E N T E R  S T U D Y  
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